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Homans’ Sign in the Diagnosis of

Deep Venous Thrombosis
Frank L. Urbano, MD

HOMANS’ SIGN:
Elicitation: With the knee in the flexed position, forcibly

dorsiflex the ankle.



• . Estimates of the accuracy of
Homans’ sign range from it being positive 
in 8% to 56% of cases of proven DVT,  
and positive in greater than 50% of 
symptomatic patients without



• Therefore, by using this model, patients can be stratified
into high- and low-risk pretest probability groups,
which can assist in determining the likelihood of DVT  

being present. Clinical criteria used by the authors of
this study included malignancy, immobilization of the
lower extremities, bedridden status, leg swelling, and a
family history of DVT. Interestingly, Homans’ sign was
not among the criteria used.
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Un pletismografo…
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Diagnosi differenziale Diagnosi differenziale internisticainternisticae terapia conservativae terapia conservativa

MANOVRE PER STRETTO TORACICO

MANOVRA DI ADSON MANOVRA
COSTOCLAVICOLARE

MANOVRA
DI IPERABDUZIONE
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Abduzione 100Abduzione 100 °°

PetrPetr . . ComprCompr AA--VV

TOSTOS
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